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Next Winchester TU Meeting  
Thursday, 6 August 2026, 7:00 PM 
Shenandoah Lodge, Lake Frederick, VA 
 
Winchester TU Priority Waters Meeting  
Thursday, 6 August 2026, 6:00 PM 
Shenandoah Lodge, Lake Frederick, VA 
 
Project Healing Waters Monthly meeting  
Wednesday, 12 August 2026, 6:00 PM 
Shenandoah Lodge, Lake Frederick, VA 
 
BarFly  
The next Winchester TU BarFly  
Wednesday, 19 August 2026 
7:00 PM at Escutcheon Brewing Co. 
142 W. Commercial Street, Winchester  
 

For complete calendars , please see  
    

   Page 13 for Winchester Project Healing Waters  
 
   Pages 4 & 19 for  Winchester Priority Waters  
 
   Page 19 for Winchester Trout Unlimited  
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Bill Prokopchak, Newsletter Editor 

wilpro@comcast.net 

          

     Winchester TU & Northern Shenandoah Valley  Audubon 

      Announce the Speaker  for our  

      Annual Joint Meeting at Laurel Ridge Community College  
 
 

 
 

 

Mark your calendar for the Annual Joint meeting on  
1 October 2026 at Laurel Ridge Community College.   
 

Brad Fink is a Coldwater Fisheries Biologist with the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
photo courtesy of Virginia DNR 

          

           

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bud Nagelvoort named 
Trout Unlimited 

STREAM CHAMPION  
 

Please ctrl-click on the link below to 
see the entire article from the TU 
online publication TROUT WEEKLY . 

 
 

Stream Champion: Bernard 
ñBudò Nagelvoort   - Trout Unlimited  

https://www.youtube.com/user/WinchesterTU
https://www.instagram.com/winchestertu638/
https://www.facebook.com/WinchesterTU/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/WinchesterTU638
https://www.tu.org/magazine/river-champions/stream-champion-bernard-bud-nagelvoort/?utm_source=informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=none&_zs=cXICb&_zl=DXw35
https://www.tu.org/magazine/river-champions/stream-champion-bernard-bud-nagelvoort/?utm_source=informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=none&_zs=cXICb&_zl=DXw35


Winchester Priority   

Waters:  

A Pause to Ref lect  
 

An Appreciation 
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by Michael Lawler Smith 
photos by Michael Lawler Smith 

ñPriority Watersò continues on the next page. 

Above: The issue that started it all. Could the 

Winchester chapter respond?  It could! 
 

Right: David Kinneyôs 2023 article pointed to an 

exciting and challenging opportunity for coldwater 

conservationists. 

 

Indeed!  What if, with a little tugging here and there, we 
could ñstretchò that famous region a tad westward to 
include Massanutten Mountain, a rampart of the Ridge and 
Valley province?  
 

Was it worth a try? Would the Winchester Chapter 
leadership listen to a proposal to support two Massanutten 
creeks as our Priority Waters?  In 2023 I was still a 
newcomer to the chapter. And this would be a big request. 
 

I was open about my motivation.  I was nominating my two 
favorite waters (more on that in a moment).  These were 
quite humble but endearing little creeks at the northern end 
of Fort Valley, the ñheartò of Massanutten, that I had fished 
for nearly a decade by that time.  And in that time, I had 
encountered only one other angler on the creeks. Thus, 
each offered rare solitude.  Each had its charms; but both 
faced challenges.  My brook trout tally each year was 
declining.  Signs of scouring floods and stream channel 
incision grew more obvious with each passing season. 
Banks at stream bends that had hosted stalwart trees were 
now eroding concave walls of bare earth.  Fallen timber 
and stout root balls told the rest of the tale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Priority Waters Team has already logged a pretty 
vigorous roster of tasks in 2026. A calendar 
happenstance, however, found us without a meeting or 
field event these past few weeks to report upon. So, 
offered herewith, is one team memberôs reflection on 
the national program, our adoption (and adaptation) of 
it and some discoveries along the way. 
 

I recall pretty clearly the arrival of the Summer 2023 
number of TROUT Magazine.  Each issue is an event 
and worth hanging on to, especially in this digital age in 
which ñhard copyò editions of any publication seem to 
have fallen by historyôs wayside.  And I recall, too, my 
initial reaction to David Kinneyôs article in that issue 
announcing the future Priority Waters endeavor: How 
on earth could so grand an endeavor ï after all, it cited 
waters and regions as vaunted as the Klamath, 
Colorado, the Catskills ï ever involve a chapter as 
small as ours?  What could we contribute?                     
 

Perhaps I mentally filed it away in that mental folder 
headed ñWouldnôt it be great if éò Still, the idea was 
appealing. Certainly, the timing seemed right.  Climate 
change was nearing a gallop. Increased water 
demands were becoming obvious in the 
Commonwealth, and that new construction phenomena 
ï vast windowless repositories called data centers ï 
were starting to sprout like bull thistle across recently-
rural landscapes everywhere. 
 

Then an idea began to rumble about in my head. Had 
not the article specified that the scope of Priority Waters 
would include ñthe Blue Ridgeò?   
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  Winchester Priority Waters -- continued  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ñPriority Watersò continues on the next page. 

  Page 3 of 19 

 

Why were Mill Run at Veachôs Gap and Little Passage Creek my favorites?  Well, every favorite creek Iôve ever had 
share this common denominator: theyôre all ñunderdogs.ò  A late, dear friend used to chide me about this fascination 
of mine, calling these little project waters my ñstray puppies.ò  I had to agree.  I have a couple others here in the 
Commonwealth ï Simpson Creek in Alleghany County, and a wisp of a mountain trickle in Amherst County so tiny I 
dare not name it.  I will share this feature about it, though: I doubt it has even a quarter mile of brook trout habitat left.  
Likewise, in Colorado (home to so many famous ñGold Medal Watersò), I espouse for two modest and unremarkable 
little streams that I visit every chance I get: one of which offers some of the most beautiful cutthroat I have seen 
anywhere.  So, my ñstray puppyò penchant will likely remain with me the balance of my days.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am grateful our chapterôs board has a stray 
puppy fancier or two as well.  While our two little 
waters will never be ñdestination fisheries,ò nor 
ever sustain much angling pressure, I submit the 
choices were good ones.  Beyond being my 
ñunderdogs,ò both represent a special class of 
streams here in Virginia: ñrestoration fisheries.ò  
There is only small number of such waters to 
which native trout have been restored.  I submit 
that there should be a place for restoration 
fisheries among the broad expanse of Priority 
Waters.  They capture what went wrong once 
upon a time ï and what we as committed 
angler/conservationists can do right. Such 
stream restoration is not a quick or cheap 
endeavor, but thanks to the diligence and efforts 
of the Forest Service and the Department of 
Wildlife Resources (plus other TU chapters in 
the past, notably Northern Virginia and Front 
Royal) Massanutten Mountain hosts at least two 
other waters in that status, Upper Passage 
Creek and Brownôs Run.   
 

In fact, the latter stream was the very first 
restoration water I ever became aware of -- now 
several decades ago. A young Forest Service 
biologist named Dawn Kirk made a presentation 
to the Northern Virginia Chapter about Brownôs 
Run and shared plans that there could be further 
restoration efforts on Massanutten in the future.  
I found that idea heartening and incredibly 
exciting ï the prospect of restoring wild native 
brook trout fisheries!  Where do I sign up?  I like 
to think my zeal has not waned since. 

Left: Brownôs Run, 

among the very first 

brook trout restoration 

fisheries on 

Massanutten Mountain 

ð and a source of the 

authorôs longtime 

fascination with brook 

trout recovery efforts. 
 

Below: The wild seed 

stock for both Mill 

Run and Little Passage 

came from this lovely 

brook farther south on 

Massanuttenôs flanks.  

The author wonôt 

share its name here, 

but is more than 

willing to take anglers 

there in person. 

 

 

 



     

Winchester Priority Waters -- continued 
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I am grateful that I have been able to successfully fish 
for natives not only in the four northernmost restoration 
streams.  But now have an opportunity to help safeguard 
the two geographically closest to our chapter.  I am 
deeply grateful to all my colleagues on our Priority 
Waters team ï and especially appreciative of the wise 
guidance and leadership Mike Makufka has so 
unselfishly provided us.  Likewise, I am so appreciative 
of the enthusiasm, hard work, camaraderie, and 
dedication of all the crew.  Newcomers and seasoned 
volunteers alike have contributed ï and benefitted.  And 
I am happy to reiterate here that invitation we issue in 
every monthly report: new members to the team are 
always welcome.  
 
Thanks to this chapterôs Priority Waters initiative, I have 
learned far more about brook trout biology and stream 
conservation than I ever would have if I had stayed mum 
and not apprised the chapter of my two ñpetò streams 
and their need for protection.  So, for the time being, as 
we foster my two ñstray puppies,ò I think the lessons we 
are learning to help protect restoration streams may 
genuinely be of some value to TU statewide and, just 
maybe, to our national organization as a whole.  To 
borrow a phrase I use often in another conservation 
group I work with: ñThereôs no such thing as an 
unimportant creek!ò 
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Left : This handsome specimen 

from the donor stream now has 

kin in our two restoration waters 

farther north. 
 

Below: Afternoon in mid-July 

on Mill Run. Temperature and 

flow were surprisingly good 

despite ongoing drought and 

record heatwaves. The results of 

the 6 May electroshocking 

lifted the Priority Waters spirits 

significantly. Wild native brook 

trout, the author has concluded, 

can be astonishingly tough and 

resilient. But they nonetheless 

need our help and support. 

 

 

Dates Scheduled for Winchester Priority Waters 2026 Field Work 
 

 Date    Activity  
 

 5 Aug 2026 Water Quality Monitoring and/or Barrier Assessment 
 

 7 Oct 2026  Water Quality Monitoring and/or Barrier Assessment 
 

 2 Dec 2026 Water Quality Monitoring and/or Barrier Assessment 

 

ñThereôs no such thing as an unimportant creek!ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

  

 

Winchester  Program  Adds  

New  Monthly  Meeting  at  

Martinsburg  Vet   Center    
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PHW Part  1 of  8 

Winchester   

Healing  Waters   

 

 

In an effort to expand Healing Waters services to Veterans in the 

Martinsburg, WV, area, the Winchester program held its first 

monthly meeting at the Martinsburg Vet Center in Falling Waters, 

WV, on 3 August 26. 
 

This meeting and the plan to continue monthly meetings at the new 

venue are initiatives by the Vet Center and the Winchester program 

to offer activities and events for participants living in the vicinity of 

the Vet Center and the Martinsburg area. The Winchester program 

will provide volunteers to run the meetings and the resources to 

support the Healing Waters core services of fly-tying, fly-casting, 

and fishing education. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

It is important to note that Project Healing Waters is not establishing a new program for this location. Veterans and 

volunteers in the Martinsburg area interested in participating in Healing Waters will be administratively enrolled in 

the Winchester program. 
  

Winchester volunteers Phil Stevens and Dan Soper are leading this effort and will work with Andrew Chancey, Vet 

Center Outreach Program Specialist, to conduct meetings and track participant attendance. Initially, these meetings 

will be open only to Veterans who are clients of the Vet Center, and those Winchester participants who live in the 

vicinity of the Vet Center. As attendance is assessed and documented over the next four months, other Winchester 

participants and volunteers will be allowed to attend these meetings. 
 

The new Winchester Program monthly meetings will be held from 6:00 to 7:30 PM on the first Monday of each month 

at the Vets Center, 1176 T J Jackson Drive, Suite D, Falling Waters, WV. 
 

 
 

 

ñWinchester Healing Watersò continues on the next page. 

If you know of a Veteran in 
the Martinsburg area who 
may be interested in 
Healing Waters, please 
contact Andrew Chancey, 
Andrew.chancey@va.gov, 
304-263-6776 x 5314. 

Top: Vet Center logo 
 

Left: The Vet Center in 

Falling Waters, WVA, is 

now an alternate meeting 

venue for the Winchester 

PHW program. 
photo provided by Andrew Chancey 

mailto:Andrew.chancey@va.gov
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Winchester   

Healing  Waters   
 

A  Final  Look  at   8*/$)&45&3z4  AIAE 

Spring  Fishing  
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Winchester  Healing  Waters   

Turkey   Mountain  Fly  Fishing   Club 

Hosts  Winchester  Veterans  on  the 

Thornton  River  
 

Eric Bradley tries straight-line nymphing the section known as ñthe 

Confluence,ò where the North Fork of the Thornton joins the river at the 

beginning of the TMFFC section. 
photo by Luke Robins 

 

The Turkey Mountain Fly Fishing 

Club sponsored a day outing for 

Winchester participants and 

volunteers on the Thornton River 

in Sperryville, VA, on Saturday, 6 

June. The club manages about 

three-quarters of a mile of the 

river that runs through the Mount 

Vernon Farm, and stocks trout 

about three times a year for its 

members. The river also holds 

smallmouth bass, fall fish, red-

eye bass, and bluegills, which 

allows for year-round angling. 

The club also maintains many 

easy access points to the stream 

and has named and marked all of 

the favorite angling holes. 
 

Although the weather was 

unseasonably warm for early 

June, the morning clouds kept 

the water temperature in the low 

70s, which was just cool enough 

to keep the recently stocked 

rainbows active and hungry. 

Although participants and 

volunteers successfully landed 

and released a substantial 

number of trout before noon, the 

afternoon sunny skies scattered 

the fish to safer, cooler places 

where they hunkered down for 

the rest of the day.  

 
 
 

 

ñWinchester Healing Waters Part 2 of 8ò  

continues on the next page. 

PHW Part  2 of  8 



     

  

 

   

Winchester  Healing  Waters   

on  the Thornton  River  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Winchester Participants and 

Volunteers want to thank the Turkey 

Mountain Fly Fishing Club for hosting this 

event. Many thanks to Jim Galvin, a 

TMFCC member and Winchester PHW 

Ambassador, for coordinating and leading 

the event. Jim has been a longtime 

supporter of PHW and notes that the 

TMFFC supported the PHW Mosey Creek 

Invitational in past years by providing an 

outing on the Thornton River as a training 

run for the national event.  Many thanks to 

Phil Stevens for coordinating Mission B-

B-Q in Charlottesville, VA, for providing 

lunch. 

 

ñWinchester Healing Watersò continues on the next page. 

PHW Part  2 of  8 ï  
continued  
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Right:  The ñMigrant Poolò is where 

Jackson Dierberg found this nice fish and 

several others before the bite turned off. 
                                          photo by Burr Tupper 
 

Below: The Winchester Participants and 

Volunteers take a moment to capture their 

day on the Thornton in front of the TMFFC 

Clubhouse.                      photo by Jim Galvin 
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Winchester  Healing  Waters   

Winchester Veterans Enjoy Another 

%": 0' W$"5$)*/(V "5 5)& -&&508/ 

Hatchery  

 

 
 

 

 

A cool, bright, late spring day at the Leetown 
Hatchery in Kearneysville, WV, on Saturday, 
30 May, provided excellent conditions for the 
Winchester Veterans to stalk some unusually 
large Rainbow trout.  
 

Even with the bright sunshine, the fish were 
not fussy and attacked an assortment of wet 
flies, nymphs, and streamers. It was a banner 
day of fishing, or as some may call it, 
ñcatching.ò 
 

For his many years of support of Project 
Healing Waters, the Winchester program 
presented Frank Roach, the operator of the 
USGS hatchery, with an original watercolor 
print by Dan Soper, titled "The Leetown 
Rainbow.ò 
 

 
 

ñWinchester Healing Watersò continues on the next page. 

PHW Part  3 of  8 

Top right : Norman Marriott takes a photo of his 

very first trout he landed on a fly rod with the help 

of Fran McVeigh.      

 

Below: Christian Nelson holds one of his many big 

rainbows. Besides capturing top honors for the most 

trout caught, he also landed some big, largemouth 

bass. He said his secrets to big trout were improving 

his casting and changing positions at his favorite 

spots to make a better presentation of the fly. 
                                                   both photos by Wayne White 

 

Above: Heather Wright revives a monster rainbow; 

her husband, Eric, fought out of the weeds in the 

back section of the Leetown trout pond. 
     photo by Eric Custer 


